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MINUTES 
 

Council Executive Committee 
Location:  Embassy Suites Nashville Airport 

Georgia Room 
10 Century Blvd., Nashville, TN 37214 

Date:  Thursday, February 16, 2017 
Time:  3:00 P.M. CDT/4:00 P.M. EDT 

 
 

Present: Tommy Lee Kidd, Serina Gilbert, Evan Espey, Tecia Puckett Pryor 
Absent: Lisa Johnson  
Staff: Wanda Willis, Lynette Porter, JoEllen Fowler 

 
Tommy Lee Kidd, Chair, called the meeting to order at 3:22 p.m. 
 
1) Review Agenda; Approve Minutes  

Tommy Lee reviewed the Executive Committee agenda. 
 
Evan moved to approve the February 3, 2017 Executive Committee minutes as written. Tecia 
seconded. Approved. 

  
2) Jonathan Martinis’ Visit to Tennessee (expert on supported decision-making) 

Jonathan Martinis will be in Tennessee from March 22-24 to speak at the Partners in 
Policymaking™ Reunion and to meet with several statewide groups (e.g.; Employment 
Roundtable, case coordinators for Medicaid Waiver programs, judiciary). Wanda will send 
everyone the schedule when it is confirmed. 
 
Wanda clarified that supported decision-making is not intended to replace conservatorship but 
rather is another option for people with disabilities.  

  
3) Update on Michael Smull Proposal 

Lynette recapped the original proposal the Council received from Michael Smull (Support 
Development Associates (SDA) last year and reminded everyone that TennCare took 
responsibility for funding the larger part of the proposal - training the MCO case coordinators 
for the Waiver, which is currently taking place. This training is a requirement for the MCOs. 
 
The other component of the proposal was self-advocate mentor training but it needed to wait 
until the new Waiver program began. Now that it has, we are ready to move forward. This 
program specifically trains and certifies self-advocates to teach people with disabilities how to 
speak up for themselves and implement their own plan. This program will have 20-25 peer 



 
 

 

Council on Developmental Disabilities • Davy Crockett Tower, 1st floor • 500 
James Robertson Pkwy • Nashville, TN 37243 
Tel: 615-532-6615 • Fax: 615-532-6964 • tn.gov/cdd 

MINUTES 
mentor trainers when completed. 
 
Bob Sattler with SDA, sent a proposal for the self-advocate mentor training last week. Staff are 
analyzing it and then will bring the proposal to the Executive Committee and full Council after 
their review.  

  
4) Review Council Meeting Agenda  

Tommy Lee reviewed the February 17, 2017 Council meeting agenda. A videographer will be 
there to film several segments for Developmental Disability Awareness Month. 
 
There was discussion about chair roles and changing the Committees. 
 
Tecia moved to: 

• Change the name of the Legislative and Public Policy Committee to the Public Policy 
Committee; 

• To eliminate the projects Review Committee and the Planning and Priorities 
Committee; 

• To establish the Evaluation Committee and the Communications Committee. 
 
Evan seconded. There was discussion about how the old committees inform the new ones. 
Motion passed.  
 
Tommy Lee will bring the motion from the Executive Committee before the full Council at the February 
17th Council meeting. 

  
5) Other? 

Wanda shared that our National organization (National Association for Councils on 
Developmental Disabilities) is hosting regular calls for Executive Directors as the new 
administration is getting up and running. They are meeting with legislators next week. Our office 
will send materials for NACDD staff to share with legislators and would like to include a non-
partisan cover letter from the Executive Committee. Everyone agreed to sign the letter.  
 
We do not have a federal budget for the current year so any cut will be retroactive to October 1, 
2016. Wanda and Lynette will develop options around possible budget cut scenarios. 

  
6) Motion to Adjourn 

At 4:46 p.m. Evan moved for adjournment. Serina seconded. Approved. 
  
 Next calls:        Tuesday, March 7, 2017 at 11 a.m. Central/12 noon Eastern 

                            Tuesday, April 4, 2017 at 11 a.m. Central/12 noon Eastern 
Next meeting: Thursday, April 27, 2017 at 3 p.m. Central/4 p.m. Eastern 
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Prepared by: JoEllen Fowler, Administrative Assistant 
Approved by: Wanda Willis, Executive Director 


