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What is your role in 
Tennessee Succeeds?
Nashville Chamber Report Card 
Committee

Dr. Candice McQueen
Commissioner of Education 
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Our State is Showing Historic Success

 We have incredible economic strength
– Record low unemployment rate
– #1 in small business job growth
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Tennessee’s Progress Literally Stands Out 
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We’ve Closed the Gap Between NAEP & 
TNReady
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We’ve Continued to Earn National 
Recognition
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Our Policy Foundation Makes This Possible  



7



8

We’ve Made Progress Toward Our Goals 
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Overall, 2018 TNReady Scores Show Mixed 
Results, Encouraging Areas of Progress

 TNReady results vary statewide, but there are 
encouraging trends – including strong growth in 
English language arts for elementary grades and 
increases in high school math. 

 Students in historically disadvantaged student 
groups also showed notable progress. Gaps 
between student groups narrowed in multiple areas, 
and students in Priority schools – including the 
Achievement School District – grew faster than their 
non-Priority school peers nearly across the board. 
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2018 TNReady Results



Grades 3-8 ELA 2018



High School Math 2018



 Student Achievement: TNReady
– Did these students reach the 

targeted proficiency level or 
performance level by the end of the 
school year?

 Student Growth/Progress: TVAAS
– Based on where they started and 

ended the school year, did students 
grow at the same rate, in 
comparison to other students who 
took the same assessment, the 
same year in Tennessee?

Yearly Growth Expectation in TN 
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 We want students to maintain 
their same relative position to 
their peers based on where 
they started and ended the 
school year.

 TVAAS tells us how much 
growth students made across 
the state-, district-, and school-
level.

Yearly Growth Expectation in TN 
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 2018 TVAAS scores show that the majority of our 147 
districts met or exceeded growth expectations.
– 59 districts have an overall TVAAS composite of Level 5
– 71 districts have an overall TVAAS composite of Level 4 

or 5
– 88 districts have an overall TVAAS composite of Level 3, 

4, or 5
 MNPS earned a 1 overall TVAAS composite

– 2 for literacy 
– 1 for numeracy 
– 1 for literacy & numeracy

School and District TVAAS Results
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 We also saw incredible growth at most of our schools:
– 574 schools have an overall TVAAS composite of Level 5
– 738 schools have an overall TVAAS composite of Level 4 or 

5
– 1,058 schools have an overall TVAAS composite of Level 3, 

4, or 5
 65 schools across 36 districts have a Level 5 for each 

subject-area TVAAS composite

School and District TVAAS Results 
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 82 schools (52.3%) of MNPS’s 154 earned a Level 5,  
Level 4, or Level 3
– 42 schools (27.3%) earned a Level 5
– 62 schools (40.3%) earned a Level 1

 102 (65%) schools earned Level 5, Level 4, or Level 3 for 
TVAAS Literacy Composite 

 76 schools (49%) earned Level 5, Level 4, or Level 3 for 
TVAAS Numeracy Composite 

MNPS School-level TVAAS Results 
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New Dashboard:  
What to Expect in 

2018-19



 All schools should have opportunity to achieve a high 
score.
– Poverty is not destiny.

 All means all.
– Each indicator should be reported for historically underserved 

student groups.
 All growth should be rewarded.

– Schools with low achievement but high growth will be recognized.
– Incremental growth will be recognized.

 Reporting should be transparent. 
– Public should be able to access and review multiple indicators.

Tennessee’s ESSA plan reflects four key guiding 
principles and our theory of action. 



 Academic Achievement
 Student Academic Growth
 Chronically out of School
 English Language Proficiency
 Ready Graduate (HS only)
 Graduation Rate (HS only)

 Schools are evaluated on how well they serve all of their 
students in each of these indicator areas AND how well 
they serve historically underserved student groups.

We will report school/district data and ratings 
on six key performance indicators.
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 Schools will not receive a summative A-F rating during 
2018-19, as required by the new state law.

 Schools will still receive ratings for each indicator described 
in the state’s ESSA plan.

 School and district performance data will be reported 
publicly on an online dashboard (report card), including 
Reward schools.

Based on legislative action, we modified our plan. 



 Absolute performance is:
– the percent of students that meet or exceed the standard 

(e.g., proficiency for achievement) 

 Performance Improvement is:
– the school’s improvement relative to its target

Most indicators consider the better score between 
absolute performance and performance improvement.



Provides a tool for parents 
and community members to 

understand school 
performance and advocate 

for their children

Fulfills state and federal 
requirements around annual 

reporting on school and 
district performance

How do we reflect this system for parents and 
stakeholders in an online dashboard?
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 Based on research, users are quickly overwhelmed with 
information. 

 Users spend little time on each page. 

 At least 50% of users will access the tool on their phones.

The design of the dashboard should reflect how 
people are going to use it. 
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Site Navigation

Landing Page

Overall 
Dashboard



29

Site Navigation

Landing Page

Overall 
Dashboard

About the 
School  Principal message

 School enrollment
 Student make-up
 Staffing numbers
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Site Navigation

Landing Page

Overall 
Dashboard

About the 
School

Achievement

Growth

Chronically 
Out-of-School

EL Proficiency

Ready 
Graduate

Graduation 
Rate

 Principal message
 School enrollment
 Student make-up
 Staffing numbers
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Site Navigation

Landing Page

Overall 
Dashboard

About the 
School

 Subject-specific student 
achievement
o Accountability 

subjects
o Other subjects

 School grades for 
achievement (all students 
and subgroup)

 Principal message
 School enrollment
 Student make-up
 Staffing numbers

Achievement

Growth

Chronically 
Out-of-School

EL Proficiency

Ready 
Graduate

Graduation 
Rate
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Landing Page for Districts
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Overall Performance for Districts



34

Landing Page for Schools
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Overall Performance for Schools
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Chronically Out of School Indicator Page
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We Must Keep Moving Forward on Our 
Vision for What All Students Deserve

To be reading on grade level by the end of 
third grade1

2
3

To have an effective teacher – supported by 
an effective principal – every year

To be set up for success on a path to a 
career
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