
Child and 
teen 

deaths

Low birth-
weight 
babies

per 
100,000

HEALTH

Children 
without

health insurance

Rank: 

Rank: Rank: 

Rank:

FAMILY and 
COMMUNITY

Teen pregnancy

Substantiated
Abuse and Neglect

School 
suspension 

rate
per

1,000

Rank: 

Rank: 

per
1,000

Rank: 

Rank: 

TCCY Index Rank        

ECONOMIC 
WELL-BEING

Child 
Poverty

Median 
Household 

Income

Fair Market 
Rent

Rank: 

Rank: 

Rank: 

Rank: 

EDUCATION
Third to eighth 
grade reading 

proficiency

High school 
graduation rate

Third to eighth 
grade math 
proficiency

Rank: Rank: Rank: 

Rank:

5.4%

39

Dickson

12

7

3.9%

5

16 62

13

23

86 32
25

30

17

38

17.2%

$49,518

$1,274

38.5% 42.7% 94.1%

9.5

4.6
1.9%

14

70

11 18

92.6%

5.8%

0.5%

1.1%

6.1%

White, Including
Hispanic

Black, Including Hispanic

Native American/Alaskan

Asian/Pacific Islander

Hispanic, All Races

Child Population by Race/Ethnicity



Number Rate
52,854 NA 6,715,862 0.8% 30
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Dickson County 
 
At 12th, Dickson County is in the top fifth of Tennessee counties in child well-being. Some of 
the county’s strongest rankings include a relatively low rate of babies born at low 
birthweight, of children lacking health insurance and of child poverty. Though it is still a 
higher number than one would hope, Dickson County’s 17.2 percent child poverty rate is 
better than most counties in Tennessee. The county’s biggest challenges are a high cost of 
housing and a relatively high rate of child and teen deaths. 
 
Additional strengths include a relatively high percent of 3rd to 8th grade children rated 
proficient in reading and in math on TNReady tests. 
 
An additional opportunity for improvement is a high school graduation rate that does not 
match reading and math proficiency levels. 
 
Policy/Practice/Program Options to Improve Outcomes. Many of these policies have multiple 
models for delivery, including public-private partnership and non-profit leadership. 
 

• Pro-active housing policy that helps ensure affordable housing is available for 
people to live where they work can improve negative outcomes related to high 
housing costs. 

• Child and teen deaths can be reduced with consistent enforcement of safety 
measures like proper car seat and seat belt use, bicycle helmet use and life 
preserver use around water. The fastest-growing cause of child and teen deaths in 
recent years has been homicide and suicide, often involving a firearm. Families who 
own firearms can reduce the risk to children and teens by following safe storage 
practices. 

• Making high school students aware of the community college and technical school 
benefits available to them through Tennessee Promise can encourage on-time high 
school graduation. 

  


