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Number Rate
30,376 NA 6,715,862 0.5% 49
6,557 21.6% 22.4% 96.5% 36

Number Rate
90 17.3% 12.0% 144.2% 67

$38,750 NA $45,517 85.1% 31
244 3.7% 3.2% 116.6% 58

2,781 42.4% 31.8% 133.4% 75
756 43.6% 29.6% 147.2% 65

Number Rate
584 11.9% 11.9% 100.0% 20
50 49.07 23.4 209.5% 92
40 10.4% 5.5% 189.5% 92
43 2.4% 2.6% 93.5% 82

1,897 38.4% 34.7% 110.7% 58
0 0.0 2.0 0.0% 1

657 15.2% 13.6% 111.8% 66

Number Rate
0 0.00 13.5 0.0% 1
70 21.4% 12.7% 168.5% 53

4,437 58.0% 48.4% 119.9% 64
8,083 26.6% 21.8% 122.1% 70
231 70.6% 52.3% 135.1% 75
215 4.8% 5.5% 87.3% 34
2 6.10 7.4 82.4% 47
0 0.00 4.6 0.0% 1
2 39.40 22.4 175.9% 76
0 0.00 52.5 0.0% 1

243 74.3% 57.4% 129.4% 4
374 17.8% 17.7% 100.9% 45
NA 46.1% 39.2% 117.6% 77
31 26.9 17.3 155.1% 75
25 82.3 239.2 34.4% 26
12 39.5 49.0 80.6% 20

Number Rate
371 5.7% 4.9% 116.6% 50
18 2.5 3.9 63.2% 12
31 4.2 5.1 83.4% 25
465 7.1% 4.3% 166.4% 73
253 8.3 8.2 101.2% 17
118 3.9 3.6 108.3% 53
174 53.2% 43.6% 122.0% 84

1,626 NA 307,218 0.5% 36
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Obion County 
 
At 70th, Obion County ranks just at the bottom fourth of Tennessee counties in child well-
being. Some of the county’s strongest rankings include low housing costs and an above 
average percentage of 3rd to 8th grade students rated proficient on TNReady reading tests. 
The county’s biggest opportunities for improvement are a low high school graduation rate 
and a high rate of babies born at a low birthweight. 
 
Additional strengths include above median rates of 3rd to 8th grade students demonstrating 
proficiency on TNReady math tests and below median rates of substantiated cases of child 
abuse and neglect. 
 
Additional challenges include a low median household income and a high rate of child 
poverty. 
 
Policy/Practice/Program Options to Improve Outcomes. Many of these policies have multiple 
models for delivery, including public-private partnership and non-profit leadership. 
 

• Making high school students aware of the community college and technical school 
benefits available to them through Tennessee Promise can encourage on-time high 
school graduation. 

• Low birthweight is a persistent and difficult problem, but improvements can occur 
when care is made available for chronic physical and mental health and substance 
abuse conditions for women of childbearing age. When incomes are low and 
poverty among children is high, it can help to improve outreach to those who may 
qualify to receive SNAP, WIC and/or TennCare benefits to be sure they are aware of 
these services. Expanding services through Family Resource Centers can help reach 
these vulnerable populations. 

• Counties can support children who live in poverty by improving outreach to those 
who may qualify to receive SNAP, WIC and/or TennCare benefits to be sure they are 
aware of these services. Additionally, especially with low incomes, nutrition 
programs that provide food for school-age children to take home can contribute to 
nutritionally sound diets. Expanding services through Family Resource Centers can 
also help reach these vulnerable populations. 

  


